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Foundation 
          NEWS

Over the last five years, the Clay County 
Hospital Foundation has been involved in many 
of the expansion and renovation efforts at Clay 
County Medical Center. This past year has been 
a little different, however, since we completed 
the Clay Center Family Physicians campaign last 
year and have had no new campaigns this year.

But as we see the continued growth and 
expansion of services throughout CCMC, the 
Foundation’s efforts, made possible through 
your financial support, can be seen all over 
the hospital and its family of clinics.

So what do we do when we are not in the 
midst of an official campaign?

Well, technically, we continue to do the 
logistical work involved with past campaigns, 
like receiving pledged donations, occasional 
memorial donations and plenty of required 
paperwork. We also have annual responsibili-
ties, like planning the CCHF annual meeting 
and this end-of-year newsletter.

But our mission is always in our spotlight. 
While we may not have an active campaign 
underway, we are always focused on our mis-
sion to support local healthcare, which means 
we are ready to assist CCMC whenever the need 

might pop up. If there are grant opportunities 
available to help support healthcare efforts, 
we will pursue them. If the CCMC Board of 
Trustees and leadership team needs help with 
a project, we will consider it. If a donor wants 
to give $20 to the Foundation in support of 
our work, we will absolutely help make that 
happen and thank them.

Large or small, we want CCHF to be ready 
to serve, just like the leadership at CCMC is 
always considering ways to better serve our 
patients. Our mission is a team effort, and we 
are so pleased you are part of our team.

Please take the time to read through this 
newsletter and see all the amazing advance-
ments at CCMC that have occurred over the 
past year. And as this calendar year winds 
down, if you are considering options for your 
charitable end-of-year giving, please consider 
the Clay County Hospital Foundation. We sup-
port the work done by CCMC through the 
entirety of our patients’ lives. We are proud to 
be able to help the community in this way and 
hope you will continue to join us in support 
of our mission.

Campaign Or Not, The CCHF Mission Is Clear
by Dan Thalmann, Director



2

BOARD MEMBERS
Pres ident  Scott  Patterson

Secretar y  Scott  Leitzel

Treasurer  Sandy Fox

Direc tor  Dan Thalmann

Aust in  M.  Gi l lard,  FACHE

John Kel ley,  M.D. ,  CMO

Jim Gierhan 

Steve McMahan

Dust in  Mul l in

Terr i  Parr y

Mar ia  Pf izenmaier

Kyl ie  Pruser 

M ike R yan

Tim Sharp

Les  Spence

Susan Swanson

Clay County Hospital
F O U N D A T I O N
rooted in  hea l thcare

The Clay County Hospital Foundation (CCHF) does not have any current fundraising campaigns 
underway to assist with construction and renovation at Clay County Medical Center (CCMC). 
That does not mean, however, that there isn’t a lot of growth and expansion among the slate of 
services provided at CCMC. Hospital leadership is constantly pursuing new ways to add to and 
improve our current healthcare offerings and CCHF is always ready to assist if we are called upon 
to do so. Over the last year, there have been many exciting advances at CCMC that will continue 
to do more to serve the healthcare needs of our regional community.

New Faces, New Spaces, As Clay County Medical 
Center Continues To Grow And Expand Services

New MRI And Suite Renovation 
A million-dollar upgrade to the MRI suite in our radi-

ology department will offer improvements in efficiency 
and experience for our patients. CCMC purchased a new 
wide-bore Canon Vantage Orian MRI, which will serve 
patients by offering a more spacious experience, reducing 
concerns of claustrophobia. It is also up to 80% quieter 
and will reduce scan times by up to 50%.

The new unit replaces the 13-year-old MRI unit and 
as part of the plan to change units, a total renovation 
of the MRI suite was completed, which will allow for the 
addition of patient-centric skylights to the MRI suite and 
MRI patient waiting room. The new unit is scheduled to 
be in full use by mid-December. The new unit will be 
part of one of the fastest-growing departments in the 
hospital. In August, the department set an all-time record 
for mammogram exams, MRI exams and total exams.

Another exciting development is the expansion of 
the surgical services department at CCMC. In a contin-
ued partnership with Surgical Associates of Manhattan, 
CCMC is increasing general surgery coverage to four 
days a week, and will continue to expand days as patient 
volume grows. Dr. David Pauls, Dr. Lance Saville, and Dr. 
Mark Wolfe, who are seeing patients in the newly remod-
eled surgical suites, located between the main entrances 
of CCMC and CCFP, are working together to provide this 
expanded service in the hospital’s modern surgical center.

CCMC provides a comprehensive program of surgi-
cal services, ranging from simple outpatient procedures 
such as biopsies, to more complex operations such as 
laparoscopic surgery. Our state-of-the-art operating 
rooms, a dedicated procedure room, and six pre- and 
post-op rooms are operated by a great clinical team 
which includes the surgeons, anesthetists, and medical 
support nurses.  Continued to page 3>>

Surgical Services Department

David 
Pauls, M.D.,
F.A.C.S.

Lance 
Saville, M.D., 
F.A.C.S.

Mark
Wolfe, M.D.
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Two new medical providers will help expand healthcare ser-
vices offered locally, one as part of Clay Center Family Physicians 
and one as part of the CCMC Specialty Clinic.

Pulmonary Critical Care Specialist, Dr. Steven Short, is joining 
CCFP full-time and will also be available for telehealth appoint-
ments starting in January 2023.

 Many people will recognize Dr. Short from the work he did at 
Woodhull Hospital in Brooklyn, New York, during the early period 
of the COVID-19 crisis, when he would use art to highlight his 
experiences there.

Dr. Raymond Dattilo, Vascular Disease Specialist, will see 
patients in our Specialty Clinic. Dr. Dattilo is Board-Certified in 
Endo-Vascular Medicine, specializing in treatments of people 
with vascular diseases.

Our new and long-time medical providers work to ensure 
there is ongoing monitoring of their patients’ health. CCMC has 
partnered with ChartSpan to provide Chronic Care Management 
to Medicare patients with two or more chronic conditions. If you 
are contacted by ChartSpan, please know that it is not a scam 
or spoofing phone call.

This program will give our Medicare patients access to health-
care professionals seven days a week, 24 hours a day, 365 days a 
year. Patients are NOT required to enroll in this program, but it is 
recommended as an additional resource for all your healthcare 
questions and needs.

The goal of this program is to keep our Medicare patients 
healthier by staying in touch with each patient between medi-
cal provider appointments. Once enrolled, patients may contact 
ChartSpan at any time with questions or concerns regarding 
their health, chronic conditions, medications, or any healthcare 
related question.

...Expand Services

Dr. Steven Short and Dr. Raymond Dattilo

Steven Short, D.O. Raymond Dattilo, M.D.

Chronic Care Management

A major renovation of the CCMC building located across the 
street just east of the hospital, will create space for a new outreach 
program with a mission to improve the quality of life of older 
adults. “Senior Life Solutions” is an intensive outpatient group 
therapy program, designed to meet the unique needs of older 
adults over the age of 65, who are struggling with depression 
and anxiety often related to aging.

Senior Life Solutions

Two support groups have started meeting again this fall. 
The Stroke Support Group and Parkinson’s Support groups 
meet monthly in the Education Centers.

The Stroke Support Group will meet from 2-3 p.m. on 
the second Thursday of every month. The group is open 
to survivors of stroke, family members, caregivers, and 
friends of those who have suffered a stroke. At the meeting, 
attendees are able to discuss coping strategies to meet the 
challenges of daily living. Stroke survivors are encouraged 
to share their experiences.

The Parkinson’s Support Group will meet from 2-3 p.m. 
on the third Thursday of every month. The group provides 
an opportunity to broaden your knowledge of Parkinson’s 
disease, share questions, concerns or feelings and become 
more aware of available resources.

Support Groups Meeting Again
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What a year it has been! Clay County Medical Center (CCMC) 
did not slow down in 2022. Looking back over the past year 
together, we have been blessed with solid team members, 
outstanding medical providers, and communities that welcome 
our care with open arms.

In 2022, CCMC was one of only 10 hospitals in Kansas to 
make the newly compiled list from Becker’s Hospital Review 
of “top-rated hospitals for patient experience.” 

Becker’s compiled a list of the best hospitals for patient 
experience in each of the 50 states. Hospitals either received 
five or four-star ratings based on a list of criteria from patient 
surveys. CCMC received a five-star rating! 

In April, CCMC announced the expansion of our surgical 
services department. In a continued partnership with Surgical 
Associates of Manhattan, CCMC increased general surgery cov-
erage to four days a week. Dr. David Pauls and Dr. Lance Saville 
was joined by Dr. Mark Wolfe in serving our surgical needs. 

CCMC continues to provide a comprehensive program of 
surgical services, ranging from simple outpatient procedures 
such as biopsies, to more complex operations such as laparo-
scopic surgery.

In May, CCMC and our associated primary care clinics part-
nered with ChartSpan. We are excited to provide an extra level 
of care to Medicare patients. This program gives our Medicare 
patients access to healthcare professionals 7 days a week, 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year. The goal of this program is to keep 
our Medicare patients healthier by staying in touch with each 
patient between medical provider appointments.

At the end of June, we welcomed Austin 
Gydesen, FNP-C to CCMC. Austin is serving our 
patients at Glasco Family Physicians and Clay 
Center Family Physicians. Austin was born and 
raised in the small Nebraska town of Elwood. 
Austin has two dogs and several farm cats. 

He also raises several different breeds of chickens. His hobbies 
include home remodeling projects, yard work, watching sports, 
travel, and spending time with friends and family.

In August, we welcomed Erin Tiemeyer, 
DPT, to the CCMC team. Erin joins our 
Physical Therapy Department as a full-
time Physical Therapist. Erin grew up in 
Washington, and now lives in Linn with 
her husband Alec. She enjoys farming and 
raising cattle with family, and riding horses.

In October, Dr. Worthen started seeing 
patients at Linn Family Physicians. We now 
provide healthcare services in Linn four days 
a week. Dr. Worthen is fluent in Medical 
Spanish, which enables him to communicate 
with English and Spanish speaking patients 
in a manner that ensures high quality, safety 
and accurately facilitated healthcare services.

In November, we installed a new Cannon Vantage Orian Aero 
X MRI System that replaced our 13 year old MRI unit. Our new 
Canon MRI will has a wide bore to reduce claustrophobia, will 
be up to 80% quieter, and will reduce scan times by up to 50%. 
During renovation, we also added patient centric sky lights to 
the MRI Suite and MRI patient waiting room.  

We are very proud of the Meadowlark Hospice team for 
receiving a 5-STAR CMS rating in Family Caregiver Experience. 
Furthermore, Meadowlark Hospice placed in the top 25% in 
Overall Satisfaction and Likelihood of Recommending in the 
Fazzi’s National CAHPS for the fifth year in a row! The Hospice 
CAHPS Family Satisfaction Award of Distinction is presented 
annually to hospice organizations that have demonstrated 
superior performance in overall family satisfaction results.

In December, our new Senior Life Solutions service line was 
developed. Senior Life Solutions is an intensive outpatient 
group therapy program designed to meet the unique needs of 
adults typically ages 65 and older struggling with symptoms of 
depression and anxiety that can sometimes be age-related. The 
program staff includes a board-certified psychiatrist, licensed 
therapist, registered nurse, and other trained professionals to 
ensure you receive the best possible care.

CCMC is honored to announce that our Comprehensive 
Wound Care Center was the recipient of RestorixHealth’s highest 
achievement, the Wound Center of Excellence Award. Recipients 
of this prestigious award meet or exceed national wound care 
quality benchmarks. This achievement reaffirms our mission 
through our partnership   Continued to page 5>>

Note From The CEO
by Austin M. Gillard, FACHE
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with RestorixHealth to improve the health and quality of life 
for those in our community with wounds.

In December, we will welcome Dr. Raymond Dattilo, Vascular 
Disease Specialist, to CCMC. Dr. Dattilo will see patients in our 
Specialty Clinic on the first Tuesday and the third Wednesday 
of the month. Dr. Dattilo is Board-Certified in Endo-Vascular 
Medicine, specializing in treatments of people with vascular 
diseases. This is a broad category that includes disorders of 
the arteries and veins. When he opened his clinic in 2013 the 
goal was to prevent limb amputations. Diabetics, in particular, 
are at risk of limb amputation in part because of the blockages 
they develop in the arteries that supply the lower extremities, 
and the feet. 

Starting in January 2023, CCMC is pleased to announce the 
full-time employment of Pulmonary Critical Care Specialist, Dr. 
Steven Short. Dr. Short will be practicing at Clay Center Family 

Physicians, and is also available for telehealth appointments. 
Dr. Short will be providing a variety of pulmonology services 
including treatment of Asthma, COPD, Sleep Disorders, Acute 
Respiratory Distress Syndrome, and other conditions that affect 
the lungs and breathing. When asked why he chose to practice at 
Clay Center Family Physicians, Dr. Short responded, “Clay County 
Medical Center has a great team, excellent nurses, provides high 
quality care, and has excellent leadership”. Dr. Short was born 
in Hoxie, his father was a Methodist Minister, and he grew up 
in small communities throughout Western Kansas.

Thank you to each one of you for making CCMC such a shining 
star in the region for healthcare services. Our local community, 
and outreach communities, have always been very supportive 
of CCMC expanding our healthcare efforts. If I could ever be 
of service to you, always feel free to reach out to me directly. I 
would enjoy hearing from you!

...Note From The CEO

Over 50 Clay County Hospital Foundation members gathered 
on Oct. 24 for the CCHF Annual Meeting at Clay County Medical 
Center. The meeting was led by CCHF President Scott Patterson.

Austin Gillard, CEO and Dan Thalmann, Foundation Director, 
gave recognition, made introductions, and provided updates 
on the improvements and advancements at the hospital, and 
our rural health clinics.

Re-elected to the board for three-year terms were Mike 
Ryan, Dr. John Kelley, Maria Pfizenmaier, and Tim Sharp. Other 
members of the CCHF board are: Sandy Fox, Terri Parry, Steve 
McMahan, Dusty Mullin, Susie Swanson, Kylie Pruser, Scott 
Patterson, Jim Gierhan, Scott Leitzel, and Les Spence. Re-elected 
as officers were: Scott Patterson, president; Scott Leitzel, secre-
tary; and Sandy Fox, treasurer.

After the business meeting, Foundation members were 
given a behind-the-scenes look at our surgery department, 
work being done in the radiology department, and the com-
pletely renovated dietary department. A full buffet of snacks 
and refreshments were provided by Scott Patterson and the 
15-24 Brew House. 

Joining the meeting were special guests from our general sur-
gery team: David Pauls, MD, F.A.C.S.; Lance Saville, MD, F.A.C.S.; 
and Mark R. Wolfe, MD. Another special guest was Mrs. Eleanor 
McDonald who was the first CRNA at CCMC (in 1966) and is the 
eldest ex-employee living!

Thank you to all who attended and support the continued 
growth and advancement of CCMC. Your support allows Clay 
County Medical Center to continue to provide vital health ser-
vices for residents of Clay and neighboring counties.

Clay County Hospital Foundation Annual Meeting
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The Clay Center Community Improvement Foundation’s 
annual “Gather for Good Match Day” again showed how the 
community rallies in support of the many charitable efforts 
in Clay County.

The Clay County Hospital Foundation was one of 40 orga-
nizations raising funds as part of the event. The event raised 
a record $250,163 through 883 gifts to those organizations. 
CCHF raised $5,105 from 23 gifts and received another $1,000 
in matching funds from CCCIF, for a total of $6,105.

For CCHF, this year was the first without being in the midst 
of a specific campaign, so it was nice to see the continued 
support from donors, who know CCHF will always focus on 
helping improve healthcare for the region, even outside of 
official campaign efforts.

CCHF has raised the following amount each year during 
Match Day:

CCCIF Match Day 

CCHF Funds Raised at Match Day 
   2018    $3,180.00
   2019    $3,870.00
   2020    $2,830.00
   2021    $12,080.00
   2022    $6,105.00

The Clay County Hospital Foundation is getting very close to 
having all its previous fundraising campaigns closed out. There 
are just two campaigns with open pledges totaling $16,773. 

A good portion of that should be fulfilled in the next couple 
months as the five-year pledge option for the campaign that 
was started in 2017 for the massive construction and renova-
tion of Clay County Medical Center is winding down. There 
is $4,405 in pledges remaining to be paid in that campaign.

The 2021 campaign that supported the furnishings, fix-
tures and equipment for the renovation of Clay Center family 
Physicians, which allowed three year pledges, has $12,368 in 
pledges remaining to be paid.

Pledges for the 2019 Clyde Family Physicians and 2020 
Riley Family Physicians campaigns have all been paid in full.

We are so thankful for the financial commitments our 
Foundation members have made as part of the fundraising 
campaigns that have helped modernize so many of our facili-
ties over the last five years. 

Campaign Pledges 
Nearing Total Fulfillment

A new GE Logiq E10 ultrasound machine was purchased early 
this year for the radiology department at Clay County Medical 
Center after the Clay County Hospital Foundation received 
a $100,000 grant from the Patterson Family Foundation for 
COVID-related equipment. CCHF applied for the grant because 
having access to an extra ultrasound machine would benefit 
both providers and patients by increasing availability of this 
technology for our providers and allow us to dedicate an exist-
ing machine specifically for COVID-positive cases. 

Ultrasound machines have many and unusual surfaces that 
are not easy to fully clean and disinfect. The new machine was 
kept out of COVID rotation so patients coming in for other 
imaging needs, like pregnant mothers, could always have 
quick and easy access to sterile equipment. 

The machine is portable so it can be used in the radiol-
ogy department for various imaging purposed, as well as 
in the emergency department. CCHF is always considering 
grant opportunities to help provide the best, most modern 
healthcare possible.

New Ultrasound Machine 
Purchased With Grant Funds
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CEO Austin Gillard recognized with the Senior Level Executive 
Leadership Award from the American College of Healthcare 
Executives (ACHE). This award recognizes exemplary leadership 
from chief-level executives, along with service to their commu-
nity, their employees and their profession. 

During his tenure at CCMC, Austin has led CCMC through 
several construction projects, acquiring and opening five rural 
health clinics, recruited several medical providers and special-
ists, and has led the hospital to many awards, including Top 20 
Critical Access Hospital in the United States in 2021 and 2020. 

Austin is currently active at the board level with the Wichita 
State University Master of Health Administration Program, Salina 
Area Technical College, Kansas Health Information Network, 
Kansas Association of Health Care Executives, and the Kansas 
Hospital Education and Research Foundation, to name a few. 

Gillard was also recognized as one of 67 “rural hospital CEO’s 
to know” by Becker’s Hospital Review.

“The executives featured in this list have put their heart and soul 
into ensuring their communities have access to the best healthcare 
services possible. While rural hospitals across the country have faced 
closure in recent years, these leaders have developed a model for 
not only surviving, but thriving.”

THE CARE AWARDS
The CARE Award winner Frannie Helms, MLS(ASCP), was rec-

ognized for demonstrating Compassion, Acceptance, Respect, 
Enthusiasm in all she does.

Other nominees were Carol Alexander, housekeeper; 
Stephanie Hope, OTR/L; and Lauren Hubele, PTA.

THE DAISY AWARDS
DAISY award winners Apryl Gurney, RN, who works in the 

specialty clinic and surgery, and Arianne Pfizenmaier, RN, who 
works in the surgery, outpatient and med/surg departments, 
were recognized for the skillful, compassionate, extraordinary 
care they provide every day.

Other nominees, who are all RN’s, were Heidi Cleveland, Ashley 
Damman, Robin Fielding, Anna Lippe, Julius Lorenzo , Megan 
McAnany, Stacy Schurle, Bailey Steenbock, and Shelbie Witt.

Outstanding Members Of 
Our Team
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Agreement with Bryan Health for access to 
Board Certified Pulmonary and Critical Care 
physicians 24/7.

PULMONARY &
CRITICAL CARE

Best of the Best 2020 “For recognition in all 
Point-of-Care Newborn Screening perfor-
mance categories and consistent dedication 
to higher newborn screening standards in 
2020.” From KHA, KDHE, KMA.

NEWBORN
SCREENING

Meadowlark Hospice ranked in the top 25% in 
the US in Overall Satisfaction and Likelihood 
of Recommending for the fifth year in a row. 

MEADOWLARK
HOSPICE TOP 25%

Clay County Medical Center named High 5 for 
Mom & Baby Premier facility.

HIGH 5 FOR 
MOM & BABY 

Meadowlark Hospice receives top ranking 
(five stars) in Family Caregiver from Centers 
for Medicare & Medicaid Services.

FIVE-STARS
FAMILY CAREGIVER

The members of the Clay County Hospital Foundation are proud to 
support the great work done every day by the Clay County Medical Center 
team. Their passion for providing top quality healthcare was recognized 
with several major awards in the past year.

Clay County Medical Center Comprehensive 
Wound Care Center receives the Wound Center 
of Excellence Award, which is RestorixHealth’s 
highest achievement. This achievement reaffirms 
our mission through our partnership with Restorix-
Health to improve the health and quality of life for 
those in our community with wounds.

WOUND CENTER
EXCELLENCE AWARD

Our Wound Care team pictured, left to right:
Lori Brumfield, RN; Jordi Langvardt, RN; 
Shari Johnson, RN (Clinical Coordinator); 
Christopher Worthen, M.D.; Pamela Brabec, FNP-C; 
Not pictured: Lori Porter, RN; Amber Henke, RN; 
Shirley Hoehn, RN

Clay County Medical Center was one of only 
10 hospitals in Kansas to receive a Five-Star 
Quality Rating from the Centers for Medicare 
& Medicaid Services.

FIVE-STARS 
QUALITY RATING

FIVE-STAR QUALITY RATED

CMS
Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services

Wound Care Center received 
“RestorixHealth Clinical Distinction 
Award” presented to wound centers 
that demonstrate exceptional 
success by exceeding national 
clinical and safety benchmarks.

CLINICAL 
DISTINCTION AWARD


