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Foundation 
          NEWS

The Clay County Hospital Foundation was 
the recipient of two major gifts in January 
from long-time supporters of local healthcare. 
Working with former Foundation Director 
Marcia Newell years ago, Lloyd and Virginia 
Starkweather, and Harold Trumpp set up gen-
erous gifts that would benefit the Foundation 
upon their passing.

Virginia, who was 99, and Harold, who was 
96, both passed away on Jan. 2, 2021. Lloyd 
passed away previously on Feb. 11, 2015. 
Lloyd and Virginia had set up a Charitable 
Remainder Uni-Trust, which ended up provid-
ing a donation of $155,840 to the Foundation.  

Harold created a bequest of $75,000 for the 
Foundation.

We were sad to hear of the passing of these 
wonderful individuals, but how amazing is the 
legacy they created through their gifts to the 
Foundation?! We are blessed to have this kind 
of support and we owe a debt of gratitude 
for Marcia Newell’s fine work setting up these 
generous donations.

There are many ways to help the Foundation 
through charitable giving, which could also 
have tax benefits for you. Please consult with 
your accountant or financial planner on ways 
you can give to the Foundation.

Legacy Gifts Support Foundation
Lloyd and Virginia Starkweather Harold Trumpp pictured front left at 2010 annual event. 

Supporters of local healthcare have a new 
opportunity to help ensure a solid foundation 
for the Riley Family Physicians clinic through a 
new matching funds opportunity. A commit-
ment by the Craig & Terri Parry Charitable Trust 
established $25,000 in matching funds for any 
donations to Riley Family Physicians through 
the Clay County Hospital Foundation.

The clinic, the first doctor’s office in Riley 
since the 1980s, has had a great reception 
since its opening a year ago and expands the 
modern healthcare offerings provided through 
all Clay County Medical Center’s family of phy-
sicians’ clinics.

The matching funds opportunity helps 
pick up where the initial campaign left off. 
The original campaign started just as the pan-
demic shut-down hit, which was a challenge.  
 

Matching Funds Opportunity
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The Clay County Hospital Foundation was 
the recipient of a $100,000 grant from the 
Patterson Family Foundation in February. The 
grant was in support of the Clay Center Family 
Physicians renovation effort with particular 
interest in the infectious disease clinic portion 
of the CCFP renovation. The grant administra-
tors seemed to be very impressed with our 
administration’s decision to pivot in the face 
of the pandemic and create an entirely self-
contained clinic in the former clinic lab space. 
This clinic operates on a separate ventilation 
system and has its own entrance.

This part of the clinic is extremely unique 
and we can be proud of our visionary leader-
ship for including this in the overall project. 
Our administration continues to stay at the 
forefront of the battle against the coronavirus 
pandemic.

For the grant application, we promoted 
the unique setup of the three exam rooms in 
that clinic as well as the effort to use materi-
als and fixtures in the entire clinic that can be 
totally sterilized for the health and safety of 
our patients and team.

Patterson Family Foundation Grant

The Foundation successfully closed out a 
campaign in support of the renovation project 
at Clay Center Family Physicians. Last fall, the 
CCHF board approved a donation of $200,000 
to help with the cost of new furnishings, fix-

tures and equipment (FF&E) for the renovation. 
We started raising funds with donations 

originating from last year’s CCHF end-of-year 
newsletter. Then a campaign was created, 
consisting of room-naming sponsorships 
for $5,000 each, along with other donations. 
We also received a $100,000 grant from the 
Patterson Family Foundation.

Through the generosity of our Foundation 
members and other supporters of local health-
care, over $250,000 was raised and we were 
able to cover the entire cost of the FF&E!

CC Family Physicians Campaign Successful

Our Family. Caring for Yours. 

CLAY CENTER
FAMILY PHYSICIANS

As a result, room naming rights are still avail-
able and can be sponsored for any donation 
of $5,000 or more. But any level of donation to 
this effort will secure the matching funds and 
donors will be listed on a permanent donor 
board at the clinic.

See the pledge form in this newsletter to 
help us match the entire $25,000 commitment. 
If we raise the entire amount, that will equal  
another $50,000 in support of Riley Family 
Physicians, which would have benefits to our 
continued improvement of healthcare for the 

entire region. Strength in Riley equals strength 
in Glasco and Clyde… strength in Clay Center 
equals strength in Linn. Through our regional 
healthcare efforts, we are all in this together. 
So your support of any of our campaigns helps 
bring you the most modern and innovative 
medical care available.

We want to express our heartfelt thanks 
to Craig and Terri for stepping up with this 
generous gift to help us make the Riley Family 
Physicians campaign successful!

...Matching Funds Opportunity
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What a year it has been! Clay County Medical Center (CCMC) 
did not slow down during the ongoing COVID pandemic. We 
have been blessed with solid team members, outstanding 
medical providers, and communities that welcome our care 
with open arms. Though the pandemic continues to put a 
strain on our medical resources, we were able to hire new 
medical providers, renovate several departments, and open 
a new medical clinic. 

In our radiology department, we installed a new Samsung 
fully automated digital x-ray system. This new x-ray system 
enhances our imaging services and provides our patients with 
a significantly reduced radiation dose.

 Over at Clay Center Family Physicians, we completed a 
five phase interior renovation that updated 27 exam rooms. 
In addition, we added a new infectious disease suite for our 
potential COVID positive patients. 

In our dietary department, after 33 years and serving well 
over one million meals, we were able to expand, update, and 
provide all new equipment. This project turned out beautifully 
with new outdoor seating, spacious new indoor seating, and 
the ability for patients to feel more at home with their family 
members while dining with us. 

We were honored that Meadowlark Hospice was ranked 
in the top 25 percent of all hospice organizations across the 
United States for the fourth year in a row. The Hospice CAHPS 
Family Satisfaction Award of Distinction is presented annually 
to hospice organizations that have demonstrated superior 
performance in overall family satisfaction results. CCMC was 
named a 2021 Top 100 Critical Access Hospital in March, and 
in May, were named one of the Top 20 Critical Access Hospitals 
in America. The Top 20 “winners” are those hospitals who have 
achieved success in overall hospital performance in eight pil-
lars: Inpatient Market Share, Outpatient Market Share, Quality, 
Outcomes, Patient Perspective, Cost, Charge, and Financial 
Efficiency.

We welcomed Dr. Eric Anderson, a Board-Certified Family 
Practice physician that specializes in family medicine, obstetrics, 
and pediatrics to our team. To address the ongoing mental 
health obstacles in the region, we welcomed Psychiatric Mental 
Health Nurse Practitioner, Heather Tremblay to our team. Kay 
Cummins, Family Nurse Practitioner, joined us to provide care at 
our new Glasco Family Physicians clinic. Lastly, we embraced our 
good friend Angie Spence, Family Nurse Practitioner, to work in 
our emergency room under the leadership of Dr. John Kelley.

One of the largest undertakings of 2021 was transitioning 
to our new Cerner Electronic Health Record (EHR). Through 
this arrangement with Cerner, CCMC moved from an aging 
healthcare technology platform to one patient-centric EHR, 
supporting medical providers, nurses, and clinicians as they 
share data and streamline processes across CCMC. We now 
have the ability to see notes from the medical clinic, emergency 
room, hospital, lab, radiology, therapy, and more in one chart 
location. Thank you to all team members that made this EHR 
implementation a success. It took around nine months to build 
before we went live with the system on April 19.

Thank you to each one of you for making CCMC such a 
shining star in the region for healthcare services. Our local 
community, and outreach communities, have always been 
very supportive of CCMC expanding our healthcare efforts. If 
I could ever be of service to you, always feel free to reach out 
to me directly. I would enjoy hearing from you! 

Note From The CEO
by Austin M. Gillard, FACHE
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After a year and a half off because of COVID, the Clay County 
Hospital Foundation held an annual meeting on Aug. 16. The 
annual event is supposed to happen every year in April, but 
because of the pandemic, the CCHF board decided to cancel 
the 2020 meeting and postpone the 2021 meeting.

We were very pleased to have the opportunity to get 
together this year so we could introduce three new medical 
providers: Dr. Allison Haynes; Dr. Eric Anderson; and Psychiatric 
Mental Health Nurse Practitioner Heather Tremblay. They are 
all native to Clay Center. We are proud to be able to bring 
such skilled individuals back to their hometown to care for 
the community in which they grew up.

After a short meeting led by CCHF president Scott Patterson, 
the Foundation members were given guided tours of the 
recently completed renovation project in the Clay Center 
Family Physicians Clinic and the almost-completed remodel 
of the dietary department. Hors d’oeuvres were provided by 
15-24 Brew House and members enjoyed catching up after a 
long time apart.

It is hoped the 2022 annual meeting will be back on sched-
ule in April.

CCHF Annual Meeting
The Clay County Hospital Foundation had a record year 

at the Clay Center Community Improvement Foundation’s 
Match Day event in September. We received donations totaling 
$11,080 from 29 donors. CCCIF then added $1,000 in matching 
funds to the total. That meant the 2021 Match Day raised more 
than the last three Match Days combined for the Foundation.

The community continues to be so generous to our 
Foundation and to all the worthy organizations represented 
at this event. Overall, Match Day raised $175,658.67 for local 
non-profits, which is a new record.

Did you have a particularly good agricultural year? The 
Clay County Hospital Foundation’s Contributed Commodities 
Program allows area farmers and cattle producers to contribute 
a specific amount of grain, head of cattle, or other commodities 
with the proceeds going directly to the Foundation.

There are a number of benefits to ag producers supporting 
the Foundation in this way. It supports modern healthcare for 
the region and since CCHF is a 501c3 organization, donations 
are tax deductible and can reduce producers’ overall taxable 
income.

Many times, a producer will decide it makes more sense to 
send a truckload of corn or cattle to the elevator or sale barn 
in support of the Foundation rather than writing us a check.

We have forms available for gifts of livestock or grain that 
can be filled out and given to the grain elevator manager or 
sale barn manager to complete this process.

For more information, contact CCHF Director Dan Thalmann 
at 785-747-6980 or dthalmann@ccmcks.org. 

CCCIF Match Day 

CCHF Funds Raised at Match Day 
  2018    $3,180.00
  2019    $3,870.00
  2020    $2,830.00
  2021    $12,080.00

Contributed Commodities Program
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The historic addition and renovation project completed at 
Clay County Medical Center (CCMC) from 2017 to 2018 was 
only the beginning of a variety of modernization and expan-
sion projects that had a major impact on local healthcare. 
We have continued to work on projects that have touched 
several counties served by CCMC. The Clay County Hospital 
Foundation (CCHF) has played an active role in many of them, 
helping decrease the financial obligation of these projects, 
allowing CCMC to continue to provide top-notch healthcare 
to the region.

Soon after the $16.7 million hospital project was complete, 
we turned our attention to the construction of two brand-new 
clinics. The Clyde Family Physicians clinic was completed in 
January, 2020, and replaced a rented space we had outgrown. 

Soon after, we built another new clinic in Riley for the newly 
established Riley Family Physicians. The clinic was finished in 
September, 2020, and our patient base has grown rapidly, 
beating expectations for the area and significantly expanding 
our footprint to the region east of Clay County. 

A total renovation of Clay Center Family Physicians clinic 
was completed in August, the first upgrade to the clinic since 
it was built in 1993. Made necessary by the addition of new 
medical providers and the need for more space and layout 
efficiencies, this $1.6 million project was done in six phases 
so our team could continue to operate while the renovation 
was underway. Included were updated exam rooms and offices 
and a new procedure room. All of the furnishings, fixtures and 
equipment (FF&E) were replaced with the project too.

The renovation also included the creation of a new special-
purpose clinic in the former clinic laboratory space, located 
between CCFP and CCMC. It is an entirely self-contained clinic 
which operates on a separate ventilation system and has its 
own entrance. The purpose of the separation is to contain any 
sort of airborne disease within that space, apart from the clinic 
or the hospital, keeping other patients and members of the 
healthcare team safe from potential infection. Our leadership 
was able to pivot on the renovation project in the midst of the 
coronavirus pandemic as a way to safely see COVID-19 patients. 
We are very proud of their work on this project.

Most recently, we worked with the City of Glasco to renovate 
an existing building near downtown Glasco to establish Glasco 
Family Physicians. This beautiful clinic had its grand opening 
earlier this month. 

CCHF successfully completed campaigns to fund the entire 
cost of the furnishings, fixtures and equipment (FF&E) for the 
Clyde clinic and Clay Center clinic renovation and continues 
to work on the same for Riley (see associated article in this 
newsletter for information on that campaign).

The dietary department, including the kitchen and public 
area, was gutted and rebuilt into an absolutely beautiful spa-
cious (and way more efficient) space. This project was also 
completed in August and was financially supported through 
campaign funds donated by Terri & Craig Parry during the 
Building for a Healthy Future Campaign.

Our employment base is regional, and our growing team 
needed more parking space. Last month, a new paved parking 
lot was added west of CCMC, replacing the gravel lot. It has 38 
parking spaces and will be lighted. Six years ago, we employed 
around 200 team members, and as of August, 2021, we employ 
around 300 team members. The sidewalk and helicopter pad at 
the west edge of the facility were also replaced with this effort.

We had several minor projects underway during the major 
projects this year, but no matter how small, improvements at 
CCMC are important for both our patients and our team. Other 
projects completed in 2021 were new locker rooms for our 
team members, installation of a new Samsung fully-automated 
digital x-ray system, improved storage space in our basement, 
the retrofitting of all 11 of our inpatient rooms so they are all 
negative airflow rooms, and a major in-house transition to 
Cerner for our electronic health records.

Major Infrastructure Improvements Continue

Clinics

Dietary

Parking

Other Improvements
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Director’s Message
by Dan Thalmann

When ground broke on the $16.7 million addition and 
expansion project at Clay County Medical Center (CCMC) back 
in 2017, I’m not sure anyone realized that was just the start of 
a comprehensive effort that would touch CCMC’s entire family 
of operations and services.

While that original massive project was completed in 
November, 2018, the CCMC Board of Trustees and the CCMC 
leadership team never stopped looking ahead. I am so proud 
that the Clay County Hospital Foundation (CCHF) has been 
involved in various ways right along with them, through new 
campaigns, grant-writing efforts, and general ongoing support. 

You, our faithful Foundation members, have been so gener-
ous with your support of local healthcare. We have been able 
to set ourselves apart from the crowd of healthcare facilities 
in Kansas. I’ve been saying for some time that we have some-
thing special here and with the recognition and awards we’ve 
received at CCMC, others obviously see it too.

Last year, CCHF assisted with the financial obligation of the 
construction of two brand-new clinics in Clyde and Riley and 
this year has been a whirlwind as well. We were able to pro-
vide major support for the renovation project at Clay Center 
Family Physicians through a room-sponsorship campaign and 
a generous grant from the Patterson Family Foundation. It took 
us just around eight months to raise over $250,000 to cover 
the entire cost of furnishings, fixtures and equipment for the 
project. Those funds came from a mix of established CCHF 
donors along with a new crowd of supporters that stepped 
forward to help with this project. 

We completed the campaign in August and continued to 
have donations and requests for sponsorships come in after 
that. Our board last year originally committed $200,000 in funds 
to help support the renovation, so what can I say about this 
community’s generosity when we were able to go well above 
our already stout goal?!

Your CCHF board has enthusiastically supported anything 
that has been asked of them and I have no doubt we will con-
tinue to do so. After five years of almost continuous fundrais-
ing for specific projects, we are actually looking at a bit of a 
break right now… or are we? While there is nothing definite 
at this moment, we have seen the commitment our leadership 
has to healthcare, so we will continue to stand at the ready if 
called upon.

There are many worthy charitable organizations in our area 
that are in need of financial support, so we are absolutely 
grateful when you all choose us for your donations. We feel like 
our services touch everyone in the community in some way, 
so we are confident your generosity is helping a lasting cause.

I appreciate the opportunity to continue to cooperate with 
you to make local healthcare the best it can be. I hope you enjoy 
this year’s end-of-year newsletter and I hope you consider a 
financial gift to continue the important work of the Clay County 
Hospital Foundation. 
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The members of the Clay County Hospital Foundation are proud to support the great work done every day by the Clay County 
Medical Center team. Their passion for providing top quality health care was recognized with several major awards in 2021.

Recognitions In 2021 For CCMC

TOP
20

CRITICAL
ACCESS
HOSPITAL 2021

Overall Winner
 Top 20 Critical Access Hospitals in America, by The Chartis Center 
for Rural Health, for success in overall hospital performance in 
eight pillars, including inpatient market share, outpatient market 
share, quality, outcomes, patient perspective, cost, charge and 
financial efficiency.

Meadowlark Hospice, for being in the top 
25% in the U.S. in Overall Satisfaction and 
Likelihood of Recommending for the fourth 
year in a row.

The CCMC  Wound Care Clinic Team received two more awards from 
RestorixHealth – Clinical Distinction Award for demonstrating exceptional 
success in meeting or exceeding clinical and safety benchmarks and a 
Patient Satisfaction Award for demonstrating superior performance in 
overall patient satisfaction results.

 “Going the Distance” Quality Award 
from RestorixHealth for the CCMC 
Wound Care Clinic, for exceeding 
nationwide patient outcome standards.

We’re honored to do our part to 
support our CCMC team and the vital 
health services they provide.

High 5 for Mom & Baby facility.
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DONOR INFORMATION:

Name(s): ___________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________

City: ____________________ State: ______ Zip: ___________

Telephone: _________________ Email: __________________

All contributions are tax deductible. CCHF is a 501 (c)(3) non-profit organization.

For more ways to donate: http://www.ccmcks.org/foundation/waystogive.php

RETURN FORM TO:
CCH Foundation 
PO Box 512, Clay Center, KS 67432

Phone: 785-630-2489
Email: foundation@ccmcks.org

GIFT DESIGNATION 
FORM

o GENERAL DONATION
Please use this gift for the continued work of the Clay County Hospital Foundation, 

wherever it might be needed, to benefit healthcare in the region.

  $__________________

o MATCHING FUNDS OPPORTUNITY - RILEY FAMILY PHYSICIANS
A commitment by the Craig & Terri Parry Charitable Trust established $25,000 in matching
funds for any donations to Riley Family Physicians through the Clay County Hospital 
Foundation. All donations will be matched on a dollar-for-dollar basis. 

Donors participating in this matching funds effort will be listed on our donor recognition board, 
which will be installed in the lobby. For donations of $5,000 or more, room naming rights are
still available. Room sponsorship donations can be made up-front, or as a pledge to be paid 
over three years.

Any donation helps with the continued improvement of healthcare for the entire region and we appreciate your support!

 o RILEY FAMILY PHYSICIANS GIFT: $__________________

           o RILEY FAMILY PHYSICIANS ROOM SPONSOR: $__________________     

               o I/We intend to make payments: o Monthly o Quarterly o Semi-annually o Annually

o I/We approve listing my/our name(s) as Donors      

 o Same as above or  o List Name(s) as: ______________________________________________

YOU
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DOUBLE
THE

IMPACT
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